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A great many thanks 
for all you are doing on behalf of children 

and families in these complex 
and uncertain times.
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Important note: 
The COVID-19 situation continues 

to evolve very rapidly – so the information we 
are providing today may change quickly



Mission Critical to Re-Open Childcare and Schools

• Learning

• Social emotional well-being

• Connection

• Access to healthy food

• Supports for children and youth 
in difficult home situations

• Physical Activity
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Objectives for School Health in the COVID Era

• Decrease risk of individuals infected with COVID-19 from entering the school

• Decrease transmission of COVID-19 among staff and students 

• Quickly identify individuals with COVID-19 and put containment procedures in 
place 

• Ensure that the special needs of students with physical, emotional and 
behavioral concerns are thoroughly addressed in a fair and equitable manner

• Communicate regularly with staff, students, families and the community

• Ensure that COVID-19 health guidance safeguards an equitable educational 
experience for all students
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Safe and Healthy Schools Task Force

• VT Superintendents Assoc

• VT Principals Association

• VT School Boards Association

• VT Independent Schools Assoc

• VT School Nurses Association

• VT—National Educational Assoc

• VT Council of Special Education 
Administrators

• VT Child Health Improvement 
Program (VCHIP)

• UVM Children’s Hospital/Infectious 
Disease

• General Pediatrician, South Royalton

• VT Assoc of School Psychologists

• DMV/Pupil Transportation Services

• Agency of Education

• Vermont Department of Health



A Strong and Healthy Start: Safety and Health Guidance for 
Vermont Schools ⎪Version 3 Revisions under Review

• Winter weather issues

• Temperature checks
• Buses
• Building ventilation

• Travel screening

• Physical distancing

• Physical education, music and theater education, driver's education, field 
trips, and libraries 

• And more…

7Vermont Department of Health



Primary Prevention
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Main Health Department page for schools
Schools, Colleges and Child Care Programs

Helpful documents
COVID-19 Desktop Scenario – School Outbreak

How PreK-12 Schools Can Prepare for COVID-19 Cases in 
Their School

PreK-12 School COVID-19 Case Actions Checklist

COVID-19 at School - Quick Reference



Cases in Schools/Contact Tracing

• If a person was in school while infectious, the 
Vermont Department of Health will work closely with schools throughout the 
contact tracing process to determine:

• Who is a close contact of the positive case 
• Who needs to quarantine 
• Any steps the school will need to take while we 

conduct contact tracing 

• Our incredible team of Contact Tracers depends 
on the school and the community to help facilitate 
this process and we highly value your partnership in our work 
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Health & school operational considerations 
affect school closure decisions
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Timing
• Is contact tracing complete?

Transmission risk
• Pods vs. changing classes
• # days infectious person was at school
• Infection control policies & practices
• Number of classes/pods/grades affected
• Other opportunities for transmission 

(extra-curricular activities, etc.)
• Level of community transmission

Operations
• Staff shortages
• Number of students quarantining
• Notifications to students and children 

complete?

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/schools-
childcare/indicators.html
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Email:

Social: @healthvermont

Web: www.healthvermont.gov

Thank you!

Let’s stay in touch.

Ilisa.Stalberg@vermont.gov


